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				Introduction

				Discovery is the initial ingredient to the growth of any person, 

				relationship, technology, or culture. Man is hard-wired with a desire to discover. Who am I? Where did I come from? Is there a big picture? We are compelled to push beyond ourselves to find meaning in the world around us. 

				Our creator designed us for discovery – and we can make decisions based on those discoveries. We see this in our everyday lives. We check the weather app on our phone to discover what the conditions will be for the day and dress accordingly. We research and look at

				reviews to decide what car to buy. We watch the news to discover what’s going on in the world, so that we can know how to vote or what size bunker to build!

				Discovery Is The First Step In The Path To Making Wise Decisions.

				Deciding to put your faith in God, is no different. This is the biggest decision that you will make in your life. All your decisions afterwards will in some form or fashion be determined through the filter of that one big decision. Your time, your relationships, your goals, your money and possessions, everything will be managed based on your decision of whether or not you will give your life to Christ. The church family that you choose to be a part of should help you in that journey as well. This too, is a decision that shouldn’t be taken lightly. 

					

				That’s why we created the Discover class. We believe that in helping you discover who God is and who we are as a church, we will be 

				helping you make the wisest decisions that will affect every area of your life. 

					

				The Discover class gives you the opportunity to find out about our beliefs, to ask questions, to see how you might get involved, to meet other people, and to even make decisions. We want you to decide what is best for you. So, this class isn’t a hard sell. It’s a time to discover, so you can decide if Belmont is the family that God is calling you to join. 

					

				The Discover class is only the beginning step here at Belmont. We never truly stop discovering. The God we serve is bigger than we could ever fully understand, even in a thousand lifetimes. We 

				continue in our discovery through making key connections 

				(relationships), digging into key concepts, and taking advantage of key calendar items (weekly programs and special events). 

					

				Discovery is also just the beginning in that it is the first step in what we call the 3D Spiritual Growth Process. The 3D Spiritual Growth Process is Belmont’s strategy to help individuals grow into fully 

				devoted followers of Christ.

			

		

		
			
				Discovery is the first step in 

				every process. 

				A newborn child is in a constant state of discovery.

				 

				As we build relationships, we discover as much about ourselves as we do about others. 

				Scientists, probing the deepest parts of space or the smallest particles in the human body are hoping to make new discoveries. 
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				The Discover Class 

				Discover - Who We Are

					Part 1 - Southern Baptists - Origin, Structure, Tenants and Ordinances	

					Part 2 - Belmont Baptist - Our Mission , How We Fulfill Our Mission, and The Catalyst (3D Process)

				Discover More - What We Believe

					Part 1 - The Trinity 

					Part 2 - Revelation and Creation

					Part 3 - Salvation and the Church

			

		

		
			
				The 3-D Spiritual Growth Strategy

				Discover is only one element in the spiritual growth strategy at Belmont. It is the first leg in a three-legged stool. We have incorporated the three parts - DISCOVER, DEVELOP and DEPLOY as the starting point of your journey of becoming a disciple who makes disciples.
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				Belmont is a church of disciples making disciples. 
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				A disciple is a follower. 

				In ancient Judaism, teachers of the sacred ways (Rabbi’s) would choose young men - the best and the brightest, to learn under them. These followers, or disciples, would learn the teachings of their rabbi and carry on their understandings of the scriptures and their world view, (their yoke). 

				 

				Jesus was THE great rabbi, the God-man, who chose common men and women to take on his yoke and introduce God’s new covenant. He charged his followers with the task of making more disciples. And we are invited not only to be his disciples, but to take on the role of making other disciples as well. 

				Discipleship isn’t something we decide to do once we become “serious” about our faith. We become a disciple as soon as we make the choice to follow Christ. 

				We follow him by growing in him, but discipleship isn’t just a class you take. 

				We follow him by ministering to others, but discipleship isn’t just about doing things. Discipleship isn’t about a checklist. Discipleship is who you are. It is the

				process of transforming into the image of Christ. 

				Following Christ affects your relationships, your choices, your thoughts, actions and reactions. It influences how you use your resources - your time, money and talents. 

				It’s all about discipleship. The 3D Process is Belmont’s strategy to help you grow effectively as a disciple, who makes disciples!

				As we begin our discovery of Belmont, discipleship and the 3D Process, let’s take a step back and look at the Southern Baptist denomination. We can’t fully understand Belmont without first starting with the organization that we are connected to and a part of. Who we are as Southern Baptists shapes our identity and mission.

			

		

		
			
				It’s all about DISCIPLESHIP 
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				PART 1:

				Southern Baptist

			

		

		
			
				Southern Baptist Origins

				The Southern Baptist Convention began in 1845, in Augusta GA, as a collection of churches committed to supporting missions around the world.1 The Convention was created “to provide a general organiza-tion of Baptists in the United States and its territories for the promotion of Christian missions at home and abroad and any other objects such as Christian education, benevolent enterprises, and social services which it may deem proper and advisable for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.2

				Southern Baptist Structure

				The Southern Baptist Convention –(sbc.org)

				The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is not a church. It is a set of ministries supported by a network of cooperating Baptist churches. 

					Ministries include:

				
					1 The roots of Southern Baptists really go back at least as far as the 16th century when, in 1517, Martin Luther, a professor at Wittenberg University developed the 95 theses he wrote out and nailed to the door of the Castle Church of Wittenberg. He was hoping to spark an academic discussion about things he saw in the Catholic Church that he believed to be in opposition to the Word of God. It is unlikely that he had a clue of the far-reaching effects of his act. What Martin Luther intended as reform for the Catholic Church ended up as the Reforma-tion, creating a new branch of churches called Protestant (from “protest”). 

					Ultimately, the Reformers departed from the Roman Catholics on three major points of theology:

					Sole authority of Scripture

					Justification by faith alone

					Priesthood of the believer

					2 (SBC Constitution, Article II).

				

			

		

		
			
				North American Mission Board (NAMB): (www.namb.net)

				The North American Mission Board mobilizes believers throughout North America in many ways. 

				Through SEND North America, they help churches and missionaries plant churches. 

				Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 

				Baptist College Ministry

				Fighting human trafficking 

				Resort Ministry

				International Mission Board (IMB): (www.imb.org)

				The mission of the IMB is “evangelizing, discipling and planting reproducing churches among all peoples in fulfillment of the Great Commission.” 

				We have almost 5,000 missionaries all over the world serving 867 different people groups. 

				Many of our international missionaries are under cover.

			

		

		
			
				7

			

		

	
		
			
				Seminaries:

				Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (swbts.edu)

				Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (sbts.edu)

				Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (sebts.edu)

				New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (nobts.edu)

				Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (ggbts.edu)

				Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (mbts.edu)

				Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission (erlc.com) - Advocacy for religious liberty

				Lifeway (lifeway.com) - Literature production

				GuideStone Financial Resources (guidestone.org) - Insurance and retirement services for pastors and other church workers

				Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention (sbc.net) - The infrastructure

				necessary to keep these cooperative efforts operational.

			

		

		
			
				Ministries continued:

			

		

		
			
				Georgia Baptist Mission Board (GBMB) (www.gabaptist.org) 

				At the state level, we have the Georgia Baptist Mission Board. The GBMB is one of the

				strongest and most dynamic state conventions in the Southern Baptist Convention.

				 The 5 Smooth Stones (www.the5smoothstones.com)

				Spiritual renewal 

				Kingdom Generosity

				Church Revitalization

				Church planting, and 

				Authentic Evangelism

				Gordon Memorial Baptist Association (www.gordonmemorial baptists.org)

				Currently 39 churches in the association 

				Mission and ministry collaboration - ie. backpacks for Appalachia, D-Now, Splash Gordon

				Church resources
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				Southern Baptist Tenets

				Missions 

				The Lottie Moon Christmas offering has been taken up annually since 1888. 

				Over the course of 125 years, the Lottie Moon offering has provided more than $3.5 billion for 

				missionaries and 24,000 churches have been started.

				The story and influence of Lottie Moon lit a fire under Southern Baptists that extended the aid to

				missionaries that we sent out.

				Sola Scriptura

				This means “the scripture alone” 

				Galatians 1:8, Paul writes, 

				“Let God’s curses fall on anyone, including myself, who preaches any other way to be saved than the one we told you about; yes, if an angel comes from heaven and preaches any other message, let him be forever cursed.” 
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				The Cooperative Program allocation budget is as

				follows:

				50.41% to International Missions

				22.79% to North American Missions

				22.16% to Theological Education

				1.65% to Ethics and Religious Liberty

				2.99% to the SBC Operating Budget3 
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				1 

				
					3 sbc.org/aboutus/acloserlook.asp	

				

			

		

		
			
				The Cooperative Program (Appendix G) - The Cooperative Program funds all the ministries of the SBC and is funded by the individual churches in the convention. Of the funds received at the national level, almost 97 cents out of every dollar received by the SBC Executive Committee goes directly to

				national or international missions and ministry.

			

		

		
			
				We can accomplish more together than separately.
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				The Apostle’s Creed

				I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

				creator of heaven and earth. 

				I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

				who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

				born of the Virgin Mary, 

				suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

				was crucified, died, and was buried; 

				he descended to the dead. 

				On the third day he rose again; 

				he ascended into heaven, 

				he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

				and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

				I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

				the holy catholic church,4 

				the communion of saints, 

				the forgiveness of sins, 

				the resurrection of the body, 

				and the life everlasting. AMEN.

					

				Although we may completely agree with the theology of a particular creed, we do not expect our members to have to sign off on them.

			

		

		
			
				No Creeds 

				A creed is a statement of belief based on

				Scripture.

				The Baptist Faith and Message (Appendix A)

				The Baptist Faith and Message is not a creed. It is simply a broad statement of where Southern Baptists land on certain issues. 

				Some of the areas that the Baptist Faith and Message covers: God, Man, Peace and War, the church, salvation, Marriage and the Family

				Priesthood of The Believer (Appendix B)

				All Christians have direct access to God. 

				As believers, we are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1). 

				All Christians Can Go Directly to God in prayer, receive direction from God and

				understand and interpret the scriptures with the help of the Spirit.5

				Autonomy of the Local Church (Appendix C)

				There’s no particular way to “do church.” We don’t have a “Baptist Vatican” that we have to fall into lockstep with. Just because something is “declared” or “adopted” at the Southern Baptist Convention, it doesn’t mean individual churches must adhere to that. Each church within the SBC has the authority to go along with it or not.

				“Jesus replied, “And why do you break the

				command of God for the sake of your tradition?” Matthew 15:3

				In the SBC, churches have the freedom to change or keep the methods they use to do ministry and worship without it having to be sanctioned by the convention. 

			

		

		
			
				1 

				
					4 “Catholic” in its original sense, means “universal church.”

					5 In the 1500s, there was the belief that “Christians” should be divided into 2 categories: the priests and the laypeople (common church people). This followed the Old Testament system. 

					Martin Luther objected to the Catholic church’s embrace of the Old Testament model, and argued for the new model created by Christ. For more on this read, Pagan Christianity Frank Viola and George Barna	
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				Southern Baptist Ordinances

				#1 Believer’s Baptism 

				Baptism by immersion is perhaps what we are most identified with as a denomination. Baptism does not make a person a Christian. It is simply an outward expression of an inward change.

					Why is it important?

					What about infant baptism?

					Baby dedication is a commitment of the parent(s) and the church. 

					Believer’s Baptism is a commitment of the individual after making a personal decision to follow		Christ. 

					

					Why don’t we sprinkle?

					The Greek word “baptidzo” where we get our word, “Baptize” was originally a navy term meaning 	“to sink or submerge.” 

					Emperor Constantine II - deathbed confession sets a precedent

					King George II - traditions can carry far past their historical significance. 

					It’s a Requirement of church membership 

					Because we believe in the importance of the symbolism, the scriptural integrity, and the 

					command of Christ, Believer’s baptism by immersion is a requirement of our church for 

					membership at Belmont Baptist.

				#2 The Lord’s Supper (Communion)

				When Jesus met in the upper room with his disciples for the last time before his crucifixion, they were celebrating the Passover – the Jewish feast commemorating Israel’s exodus/rescue from captivity in Egypt. Jesus took what had been traditionally celebrated by the Jews for approximately 1500 years and reframed it in light of the new covenant that he was ushering in.

				“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” Matthew 26:26–29

			

		

		
			
				- It’s an act of obedience

				(commanded by God, exemplified by Christ) 

				In the New Testament, people were baptized immediately after becoming Christians. 

				Jesus commanded his followers,

				 

				“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit . . .” 

				Matthew 28:19

			

		

		
			
				- It’s a symbol of death to self, and 

				resurrection into new life

				“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

				Romans 6:4 

				“Today, you will be with me in paradise. 

				Luke 23:43
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					Why do we observe the Lord’s Supper?

					- To remember Christ’s sacrifice. 

					- To celebrate the new covenant 

					- To look forward to our future inheritance with Christ in Heaven 

					- As a testimony of our faith in Christ as Lord and Savior

					- Out of obedience to Christ’s Commands

					“Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This

					cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

					For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

					1 Corinthians 11:25-26

					Who should participate in the Lord’s Supper?

					Communion is only for believers who are in right fellowship with God and the body of Christ.

					“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord bin an unworthy manner will be

					guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat

					of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body

					eats and drinks judgment on himself.” 1 Corinthians 11:27-29

				#3 Marriage 

					Created by God... 

					- as a covenant between a man and a woman and Himself

					“Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

					righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14

					- as a model of Christ and the church

					Marriage involves mutual humility and love

					The wife’s submission

					The husband’s sacrifice

					The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image.

					“Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 

					husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”

					Ephesians 5:24-25

					- as a framework for a healthy family 

					Family is the foundational unit of society.

					- as a blessing 

					“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 

					helper who is just right for him. This explains why a man leaves his father 

					and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 

					Genesis 2:18,24
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				Sola Scriptura

				“the scripture alone”
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				PART 2:

				Belmont Baptist

			

		

		
			
				Our mission

					Belmont is a church of disciples making desciples.

			

		

		
			
				how we fulfill our misson

					In order to be a church of disciples making disciples, we focus on five elements of Christian

					maturity found in scripture. We call them the Five Facets of a Disciple.

					WORSHIP - “It is written, you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.”

					Luke 4:7

					GROW - “the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word,

					retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” Luke 8:15

					SERVE - “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to

					indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” Galatians 5:13

					REACH - “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father

					and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded

					you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

					REPRODUCE - “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to

					faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 2 Timothy 2:2

			

		

		
			
				Belmont’s HISTORY

				Belmont became a church in 1950 as a church plant after revival services in the community. 
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				the catalyst

				The 3D Process:

					

					DISCOVER - “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your

					salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 1 Peter 2:2-3

					DEVELOP - “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,

					knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,

					godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these

					qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your

					knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:5-8

					DEPLOY - “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and

					teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

					Ephesians 4:11-12

				Classes (introduction)

				Connections (relationships)

				Concepts (teaching and equipping)

				Calendar (events, programs and activities)

				WHat’s your belmont

				We recognize that we are all created uniquely, so Belmont offers different ways for believers to connect to each facet. Choices include but are not limited to: 

				WORSHIP - Blended service, Contemporary service

				GROW - Sunday school, Home groups, D-groups

				SERVE - AWANA, Pre-school and Children’s Ministry, Belmont Students, Choir, Sewing group

				REACH - Visitation, Missions, Good News Club

				REPRODUCE - help take others through the process (discipling) 

				We want to help you “find your five” so you can share with others and answer the question, “What’s your Belmont?”

			

		

		
			
				
					My Belmont:

					Worship

					Grow

					Serve

					Reach

					Reproduce
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				Worship Style

				Usually when people ask about our worship style, they are referring to the music. 

				Belmont offers 2 worship styles:

				Blended 

				Contemporary

				Real Worship Is A Response of The Heart.

				“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” John 4:24

				Real Worship Is Giving Ourselves Wholly To God. 

				“Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1

				Polity

				How We “Do Church” 

				Pastor led and staff driven 

				Deacons - affirmed examples of servant leadership (not a governing body)

				Leadership Team - made up of department heads (staff, men’s and women’s ministry) they help in regular management of church calendar 

				Committees - 3 committees (stewardship, building and grounds, personnel)

				Annual Celebration Conference - each ministry and department shares what has beenaccomplished in the past year and what is planned for the next year
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				Communication

				Weekly email blast - sign up through office@mybelmont.org

				The Loop - video announcements

				Website – mybelmont.org

				Realm - download the app and register for approval

				Facebook page – Belmont Baptist Church

				Phone – 706-629-2466 

				Email: office@mybelmont.org

				Small groups

				To get big, you have to stay small. 

				Sunday School

				Only 15% of people who join a church and attend ONLY 

				worship services are still attending church after 5 years. However, 85% of people who join a church and attend both worship services AND Sunday School are still attending after 5 years and involved in ministry. What’s the difference?

				Community happens in Sunday School. 

				Characteristics of Sunday School:

				Bible Centered 

				Accessible (open groups)

				Ongoing

				The next step

				The importance of enrollment - everyone needs to be 

				connected to community! Sunday school is the church 

				mobilized.

				Home Groups

				Home Groups are weekly gatherings in homes around the community (typically on Sunday nights) where individuals, couples and families usually in the same stage of life, share a meal, have a discussion based around Sunday’s message, pray and fellowship together. 

				Ministry Area Groups

				Weekly groups based on stage of life and gender (ie. Awana, Student IMPACT, Women’s Bible study).

				Focus Groups

				Periodic groups based on certain topics that address a need in the church body (ie. Grief Share, Financial Peace University). 

			

		

		
			
				Sundays

				8:30am - Blended service - sanctuary

				9:45am - Sunday school (all ages)

				10:55am - Contemporary service - 	Family Life Center (FLC)

				11:00am - Blended service and 

				 Children’s Worship

				6:00pm - Home Groups 

			

		

		
			
				Programs/weekly schedule

			

		

		
			
				WEDnesdays

				5:30pm - Church Meal

				6:30pm - AWANA	Belmont Students (6th-12th)	Men’s / Women’s Bible Studies

				7:30pm - Adult Choir Practice

			

		

		
			
				*Wednesday schedule goes on break during the months of June and July to make room for our busy summer schedule
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				Church membership

				Taking a vested interest. 

				Getting your very own Encourager.

				Having the opportunity to vote.

				Having the opportunity to minister.

				Expectations: Church Member Job Description 

				Come to Church

				- To be equipped

					- For service

					“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in

					righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

					2 Timothy 3:16-17

					- For protection from the enemy

					“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for

					someone to devour.” I Peter 5:8

				- To minister to the body

					- Through your gifts

					“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one

					another.” 1 Peter 4:10

					- Through Your Joy and Encouragement

					“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up

					meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more

					as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24 

					Enthusiasm (en theos - God within)

					- Through Your Giving 

					(*for giving options, see Appendix D)

					“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his

					income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.” 

					1 Corinthians 16:2	

					“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says

					the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much

					blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” Malachi 3:10

				Be the Church 

				- At home

					“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the

					Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 

					“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your

					children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you

					lie down, and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7
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				- In the community 

					“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in

					their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” James 1:27

					“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give

					glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

					“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in

					Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

					“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone

					who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”

					1 Peter 3:15
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				ALL churches want you to COME to church

				GOOD churches want you to COME to church and BE the church

				GREAT churches want you to COME to church, BE the church AND are intentional about giving you the time to do it! 

				Margin and The Spirituality of NO. 

				Creating margin gives God the wiggle room to use you for His glory!

				Gossips and Eeyores Need Not Apply! (Appendix E)

				Gossip is talking about an issue to someone who can’t directly answer your question or resolve the issue. 

				We want Tiggers and Cheerleaders - an atmosphere of joy and excitement are attractive to a hurting world.
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				Next steps in the 3D Process

				Spiritual Gift Assessment 

				A free online survey that pinpoints your gifting for the work of the church. mybelmont.org/gifts

				Discover More

				For new believers or those coming from a different denomination, but all are encouraged to participate.

				Sunday School

				EVERYONE needs to connect with a Sunday school class.

				Develop Class

				Find out your SHAPE and learn to share your story.

				Deploy Class

				Equipping for ministry. 
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				Appendix A - The Baptist Faith and Message (2000 edition)

				I. The Scriptures

					The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scrip-ture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.

				Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

				II. God

					There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

				A. God the Father

					God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude toward all men.

				Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

				B. God the Son

					Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identi-fying Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His substitution-ary death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever present Lord.

				Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

				C. God the Holy Spirit

					The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Sav-iour, and effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates Chris-tian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.

				Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

				III. Man

				Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He created them male and female as the crowning work of His creation. The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s creation. In the beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temp-tation of Satan man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original innocence whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral action, they become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God.
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				 The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore, every person of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

				Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11.

				IV. Salvation

					Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

					A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.

				Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Savior.

					B. Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with God.

					C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate person’s life.

					D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the redeemed.

				Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephe-sians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

				V. God’s Purpose of Grace

					Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility.

					All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

				Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

				VI. The Church

					A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation oper-ates under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture. The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ, which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.

				Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

				VII. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

					Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to the Lord’s Supper.

					The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming.

				Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12.
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				VIII. The Lord’s Day

					The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day. It is a Christian institution for regular observance. It commemorates the resurrec-tion of Christ from the dead and should include exercises of worship and spiritual devotion, both public and private. Activities on the Lord’s Day should be commensurate with the Christian’s conscience under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

				Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:5-10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10.

				IX. The Kingdom

					The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike com-mitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and God’s will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age.

				Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

				X. Last Things

					God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.

				Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Co-lossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

				XI. Evangelism and Missions

					It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make dis-ciples of all nations. The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ.

				Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalo-nians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

				XII. Education

					Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian heritage. The new birth opens all human faculties and creates a thirst for knowl-edge. Moreover, the cause of education in the Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the causes of missions and general benevolence, and should receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. An adequate system of Christian education is necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ’s people.

					In Christian education there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and academic responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute. The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ, by the authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the school exists.

				Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17.

				XIII. Stewardship

					God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him. Christians have a spiritu-al debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with their time, talents, and material possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory of God and for helping others. According to the Scriptures, Christians should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause on earth.

				Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2;1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19. 
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				XIV. Cooperation

					Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as may best secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority over one another or over the churches. They are volun-tary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, combine, and direct the energies of our people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and benevolent minis-tries for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by various groups of Christ’s people. Cooperation is desirable between the various Christian denominations, when the end to be attained is itself justified, and when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as revealed in the New Testament.

				Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18. 

				XV. The Christian and the Social Order

					All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives and in human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death. Every Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians should be ready to work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.

				Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8.

				XVI. Peace and War

					It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In accordance with the spirit and teach-ings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an end to war.

					The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is the acceptance of His teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical application of His law of love. Christian people throughout the world should pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

				Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

				XVII. Religious Liberty

					God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate. The state owes to every church protection and full freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state more than others. Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church should not resort to the civil power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ con-templates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The state has no right to impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to impose taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and the right to form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power.

				Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.

				XVIII. The Family

					God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

					Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companion-ship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.

				The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next generation.
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					Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents.

				Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.

				http://www.sbc.net/bfm/bfm2000.asp

				Appendix B - Priesthood of the Believer

				1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

				“Each believer is a priest, both before God for oneself and by caring for fellow believers and for persons in the world for whom Christ died.” We Baptists, James Leo Garrett Jr.

				Being a priest involves both opportunity and responsibility. In the Old Testament, a priest held a special place in the worship of God. They served as mediators between the people and God. The High Priest, the head priest, was the only one, however, allowed to enter the Holy of Holies in the Jewish temple.

				This especially sacred place was separated from the rest of the temple and from the other priests and worshippers by a great curtain or veil. With the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, all of this changed. No longer was the sacrifice of animals appropriate, because Christ, the Lamb of God, had given himself as a sacrifice for sin. This was a once-and-for-all act.

				At the resurrection of Jesus, the great veil in the temple “was torn in two from top to bottom” (Matthew 27:51 NIV), indicating that Jesus, the great High Priest, now mediated between God and humankind. No longer were priests of the Old Testament variety needed. Indeed, all who believe in Jesus become priests with direct access to God. Human mediators are no longer needed. We can go direct-ly to God in prayer, confession, praise and worship. What an opportunity! But being a priest also carries responsibility. In the Old Testament, a priest in a sense represented God to the people. Today, the believer priest has responsibility to share his or her knowledge of God with other persons, both in word and in deed. The believer priest has responsibility to bear witness to God’s love as shown in Jesus Christ and to demonstrate God’s love by ministering to persons in his name. This responsibility is carried out in various ways by Baptists, such as in evangelism, missions, ministry and social action to benefit others.

				Where Did the Concept of the Priesthood of Believers Come From? 

				Martin Luther, a leader in the Protestant Reformation, is often linked with the concept of the priesthood of believers. Luther challenged the Roman Catholic Church’s emphasis on the special role played by the Roman Catholic priests. Luther insisted that every believer was a priest, with direct access to God. He did not call for the elimination of the role of pastors but indicated that all persons, not just pastors, had a priestly function. Even before Luther burst on the European church scene, various Christian groups had stressed the priesthood of believers. However, the concept of the priesthood of believers for Baptists does not come from the teachings of Luther or any Christian group but from the New Testament. On the basis of various New Testament passages, Baptists have insisted that every person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ has access directly to God. Each is directly responsible to God. Each is to share the love of God.

				The Priesthood of The Believer 

				The priesthood of each believer in Baptist thought is tied closely to another concept, that of soul competency. Each person has a God-given competence to know and follow God’s will. A decision to follow Christ as Lord and Savior is an individual decision; no one can make it for another. Being a believer priest is a gift from God, not a human achievement; it comes with salvation. Each believer priest is responsible for his or her own actions. Individual believers can go directly to God without the aid of any intermediary. Individ-uals can and should read and interpret the Bible for themselves without religious officials dictating to them what to believe.

				Believer priests are all equal to one another in Christ (Galatians 3:26-28). There is only one High Priest, that is Jesus Christ (Hebrews 7:23-8:13).

				Each believer priest has a responsibility to be committed to Christ and to share Christ through word and deed. As Peter stated it: to “declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9 NIV).

				Therefore, a church does not have only one priest. Potentially it has many who communicate the love and forgiveness of God and demonstrate concern and compassion of one believer for another.

				The Priesthood of Believers 

				The New Testament also speaks of the priesthood of believers. Believer priests are part of the body of Christ. They form a community of believers. Although each believer priest is individually responsible to God, all believer priests are related to one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. This communal aspect of believer priesthood highlights the fact that being a Christian involves fellowship with other believers. This fellowship functions to encourage and assist the believer in Christian growth and ministry. How sad and difficult it would be to live the Christian life in isolation from other believers.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				25

			

		

	
		
			
				Appendices

				The fellowship of believer priests also aids in interpreting the Bible and understanding God’s will. Although each believer priest can and ought to read and interpret the Bible for herself or himself, the competent and wise believer will seek insight and understanding from other believer priests.

				By searching the teachings of believer priests in the past and by seeking out the wisdom of those in the present, persons are aided in their understanding of the Bible and of God’s will. The Baptist model of a church rests on the concept of the priesthood of believers. A church is made up of persons who have exercised their God-given competency by believing in Jesus as Savior and Lord and by volun-tarily associating with a particular fellowship of believers. Each believer priest in the fellowship is equal to all of the others. Therefore, no one is in authority over all. Thus decisions are made by the community of priests seeking to know the will of the head of the church, the great High Priest, Jesus Christ. They do this by prayer, Bible study, meditation, discussion and decision.

				Conclusion 

				So, which is it? Priesthood of the believer or priesthood of believers? It is not either/or but both/and. The term “the priesthood of the believer” communicates the biblical emphasis on the individual and soul competency. The term “priesthood of believers” communi-cates the biblical emphasis on community and fellowship. Throughout history in all aspects of life, a tension has existed between the individual and the group. Baptists have not escaped this tension. We do well when we refuse to elevate one above the other, but instead attempt to keep them in balance.

				William M. Pinson Jr. and Doris A. 

				Appendix C - Church Autonomy

				The word “autonomous” comes from two Greek words that mean “self” and “law.” Autonomous means self-governing or self-directing. Thus, an autonomous church governs itself without any outside human direction or control. Of course, it is not absolutely autonomous, because a church should always recognize the control and authority of Jesus as Lord. 

				The Autonomy of Baptist Churches 

				Every Baptist church is autonomous. Baptists use the term “church” to refer to a local congregation of baptized believers and not to the Baptist denomination as a whole. Each local congregation is autonomous, so there is really no such thing as The Southern Baptist Church. Autonomy means that each Baptist church, among other things, selects its pastoral leadership, determines its worship form, decides financial matters and directs other church-related affairs without outside control or supervision. Baptist denominational orga-nizations such as associations of churches and state and national conventions have no authority over a Baptist church. For any one of these organizations to attempt to exercise control over an individual church is to violate a basic Baptist conviction about polity. Being autonomous, a Baptist church recognizes no governmental control over faith and religious practice. Although Baptist churches obey the laws of governments related to certain matters, they refuse to recognize the authority of governments in matters of doctrine, polity and ministry (Matthew 22:21). Baptists have consistently rejected the efforts of any secular government entity to dictate to a church what to believe, how to worship or who should or should not be members. Such refusal to bow to the demands of governments has cost Baptists dearly. Baptists also have rejected the practice of some denominations for denominational authorities to hand down to local congre-gations what to believe and how to worship. Baptists have insisted that there is no human authority over a Baptist church. Only Jesus is Lord of a church. Threats to Baptist church autonomy in the United States seem to come more from within the Baptist denomination than from the government or other religious groups. In some cases, Baptist associations and conventions are viewed by Baptists as hav-ing some sort of authority over churches. This may be due to misunderstanding of the proper relationship of these entities to churches. Associations and conventions are a vital part of Baptist denominational life and contribute greatly to the efforts of Baptists to make and mature disciples for Jesus Christ and to minister to persons in his name. However, they have no authority over local churches. Each church can choose to relate to these other Baptist entities or not relate, depending on the will of the congregation. The insistence on au-tonomy by Baptists has resulted in misunderstanding, criticism and even persecution. Governments have punished Baptists as traitors, and some denominations have condemned Baptists as heretics.

				Many other forms of church governance exist, and congregational autonomy is practiced by a relatively small minority of Christian denominations. Why then have Baptists insisted on the autonomy of churches? 

				The Biblical Basis for Church Autonomy 

				Church autonomy is not peripheral to Baptist beliefs. It rests on basic Baptist convictions. No other form of governance is in keeping with the recipe of Baptist beliefs and practices. The Bible is the authority for faith and practice for Baptists, and Baptists believe that the Bible supports church autonomy. In New Testament times, each congregation of Christians was autonomous. Each was a separate entity under the lordship of Christ. They related to each other in fellowship, but no human individual or group exercised authority over the congregations. In the New Testament the second and third chapters of the Revelation indicate that each of the seven churches in Asia Minor to which the Revelation was directed existed as a unique, separate entity and was under no authority except that of Jesus Christ. The risen and glorified Christ gave direction to the churches. The churches in New Testament times selected from their own mem-bership persons to care for the physical need of members (Acts 6:3-6), determined what persons would be commissioned for specific ministries (Acts 13:1-3) and disciplined their own members (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13).
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				Each of these actions was taken under the lordship of Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit without any external direction or control. Spiritual leaders, such as the Apostle Paul, relied on persuasion and example rather than dictatorial demands when writing to the New Testament churches. Furthermore, Christians in New Testament times resisted the efforts of governmental and religious authorities to dictate religious belief and practice (Acts 4:18-20; 5:29). The early Christians insisted on autonomy from both secular and religious authorities. 

				“Each Church is forever free and independent, of any and every ecclesiastical power formed by men on earth, each being the free house-hold of Christ.”

				Bill of Inalienable Rights, Art. 1

				of the Union Baptist Association, October 8, 1840

				For further information on regenerate church membership, see www.baptistdistinctives.org. 

				Appendix D – Methods of Giving to Belmont

				Check – If you use your offering envelope you can write one check and support many different ministries. Checks should be made out to Belmont Baptist Church. 

				Cash – If you are giving cash, please use an envelope so that we can give you proper tax credit.

				Online Giving:

				In Realm: https://onrealm.org/BelmontBaptistChurch/Give 

				This will take you to the “quickpay” version page. This is a way to give without logging onto your account, but it will still find you and post to your realm account based on your email info and/or name. 

				OR you can go to your realm account and give: https://onrealm.org/belmontbaptistchurch This will either make you sign into your realm account or if you do not have a realm account then you can click “Register Now” at the bottom of the page and register. 

				Text Giving:

				Text “mybelmont” to 73256 to give by text

				Appendix E – 9 Reasons Gossip is Destructive to a Church

				by Chuck Lawless 

				It’s both a verb and a noun. We’ve certainly all heard it, and perhaps we’ve all done it. Maybe we’ve even been the butt of it.

				“It” is gossip – and it’s destructive to a church. Here’s why:

				1. It’s evil. How else would you describe an act that’s so often included among lists of sinful acts in scripture (Rom 1:29, 2 Cor 12:20, 1 Tim 5:13)? In fact, “gossip” is sometimes included as a marker of lostness – not Christianity.

				2. It’s idolatrous. Gossips love having information, even if it’s wrong and harmful. They even get angry if others have information they don’t have. Having “the dirt” becomes their god – and that’s idolatry.

				3. It’s self-centered. Those who gossip put themselves in the middle of everything. And, if they’re not in the middle, they talk about those who are so they draw attention back to themselves.

				4. It’s divisive. Talking about other people behind their backs never promotes unity, especially when the conversations take place in the back room or the parking lot. 

				5. It’s often deceptive. Sometimes the “reported” information is cloaked in a prayer request (“now I don’t want to spread rumors, but we need to pray for _________ because ________”). That’s gossip, and it’s a lie to call it anything else.

				6. It harms reputations. It takes only one rumor to harm a brother or sister, and it’s tough to recover once the rumor’s out. We only weaken the family of God through gossip. 

				7. It destroys trust. Here’s where gossips are often so focused on spreading their news that they miss their own foolishness. Gossips may be trying to hurt others, but what they prove is only that they themselves are completely untrustworthy.

				8. It indicates hypocrisy in the church. James puts it this way: the tongue is a “world of unrighteousness” (3:6), a “restless evil, full of deadly poison” (3:8). When the same tongue blesses God and curses others—including through gossip—hypocrisy is in the room (3:10-12).

				9. It risks God’s judgment. Jesus told us that we’ll answer for every word we say (Matthew 12:36-37). Gossips who continue in their pattern (and most gossips do) are inviting judgment – and judgment on one member affects the entire church. 
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				So, what do we do? If you’re a gossip, stop talking. If you like to hear gossip, you’re also guilty. Stop listening. And, if gossips continue to talk and create turmoil, it’s only loving to confront them and call them to repentance. To do anything less is to give the enemy a foothold in your church.
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