
 

LIFE AFTER FAILURE 
Take time to open in prayer with the anticipation and the expectation of the Holy 
Spirit revealing His will through His word.  

Recap  

Take time with your group to recap the message you heard. What was the message 
about? Did you have any “Ah-Ha” moments (did you feel convicted, compelled, 
or inspired during the sermon)? Encourage each other to express any questions 
regarding the message and try to Biblically address them throughout the study. 
Keep the focus on the contents of the message.  

Holy Scripture:  

Psalm 51:1-19 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your 
words and blameless in your judgment.  5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward 
being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and 
gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my 
sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take 
not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
uphold me with a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 
sinners will return to you. 14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of 
my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 15 O Lord, 
open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 For you will not delight 
in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. 18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of 
Jerusalem; 19 then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole 
burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 



 
 

Diving Deeper 
Do you find it hard to own mistakes?   

What do we sometimes do, instead of own mistakes?  

Do you find it hard to let go of mistakes you have made? 

Read Psalm 51:1-19. 

How would you describe the general tone of this psalm?  

What kinds of things do you sense David was feeling? 

Have you ever felt like David did here? How can you relate to him? 

More specifically, how does sin rob us of the joy of our salvation?  

How can confession help us find that joy again? 

What parts of God’s character do you see reflected in these verses? 

Why is it important to fix your eyes on His character rather than on your 
own feelings during times like these? 

We do not have time to focus on my feelings; the attraction and the defeat.  If 
I fix my eyes on God, I see the value of my salvation and live in the cause of 
Christ.  I see the beautiful detail of God’s work in me and through me. 

“God’s grace can cover the worst of sins. Because sin has terrible consequences, 
both within us and outside of us, we can easily get fixated on our own feelings. 
Those feelings can condemn us with guilt. While conviction over sin is good and 
right, there comes a point when we must turn our gaze toward the loving and 
compassionate character of God. When we look to the cross, where God most 
fully displayed His character, we see a Savior that loved us enough to die for us. 
His sacrifice trumps not only any sin we might have in our lives; it trumps the 
continuing guilt we might feel.”  

Are you feeling a sense of condemnation right now?  

How does our discussion today help you combat that feeling? 

How does knowing God has fully forgiven you bring you freedom? 

How does it change the way you relate to others around you? 

Prayer  



Take this time for you or someone in the group to pray about what you have 
studied and praise God for what He has graciously revealed to you. Prayer 
requests are welcomed and encouraged. Ask God to keep your eyes on Jesus.  

1 Thessalonians 5:11  

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25  

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

God Bless  

 


