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Series : James / Sermon 4 / James 1:19-27

Whether you heard the sermon this morning or not, What does it look like to 
do God’s work?

--------The point of this study is to understand and apply the passage. You may  
 not get through all the questions and that is okay. Thank you for helping  
 others live and love like Jesus.

James wrote to people who had faith. They may have struggled with it, but 
they possessed faith in Christ. However, these followers of Christ needed
guidance in operating that faith. So, James says the guidance is to deny
ourselves, stop bowing to our selfish desires and receive the Word of God
that has saved us

David Platt says, “We live in a culture that delights in listening but runs from 
doing.”

In James 1:19-27, James stressed the vital connection between hearing the 
Word of God and living it. In this study you will see what it means to receive the 
Word of God, do the Word of God, and the practical results in our relationships 
with people. The Word of God gives guidance on our attitude and actions.



Scripture

Questions

19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to 
save your souls.

Do you listen better than you talk?

What do we communicate to other people when we don’t listen well? 

What is one thing people do that really pushes your button? 

Do you make “spiritual” excuses to justify anger?

How might following the three steps (slow to speak, swift to hear, slow 
toanger) that James laid out put us in a better position to receive truth from 
God? - These steps remove our selfish thinking in order to hear from God.  
Either we speak or God speaks.  If we do all the talking, God will not be heard.  
Then our actions will be selfish and emotional.



Scripture

Questions

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but 
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

What do you spend more time on—your spiritual growth or active ministry? 

In what area of your life could you do a better job applying God’s Word
rather than just listening to it?

What did James mean when he said we deceive ourselves, and forget who 
we are? (see v. 22)



Scripture

Questions

26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

What three actions does James identify as evidence of genuine religion in 
verses 26-27?  (Talk about them)

Why is it such a struggle for us to look beyond ourselves to help people? 

Is James saying we are Christians if we help the orphans, widows, and live a 
good life?  - Not at all.  James is saying that the evidence of your faith
(Christianity) should produce these things.

How can we as a small group help hurting people see Jesus in their
everyday lives?


