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In what areas of your life are you most impatient?

--------The point of this study is to understand and apply the passage. You may  
 not get through all the questions and that is okay. Thank you for helping  
 others live and love like Jesus.

James 5:7-12 deals with suffering again, like chapter 1, except James adds a 
word that helps us further deal with the struggle.  The word is “patience.”  In 
dealing with this word, James gives examples of how God changes a temporal 
problem into eternal hope.  He shows how our patient waiting for the coming 
of Christ gives us strength and keeps us from grumbling and becoming
discouraged. 

In this study, we will discuss those examples to find patience and hope in hard 
times. Look deep into your heart and answer these questions honestly to rise 
from the brokenness of grumbling and discouragement.  Think beyond the 
temporal walk of life and into the eternal plan of God. 



Scripture

Questions

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 

“Be patient...” How hard is that statement?

What do you understand about the coming of the Lord?  Read some or all of 
these passages to understand better: Matthew 16:27; 25:31-32; John 14:3; 
Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:2, 23; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1;
Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; Revelation 1:7; 22:20.

How does the thought of the coming of the Lord help with patience in
suffering? 

Read 1 John 3:2-3. What are all of God’s children called to wait for patiently? 

How would you say you are doing at this patient waiting?



Scripture

Questions

8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 

Does the patience of the farmer have any effect on how quickly his crops 
will ripen?  What good will being impatient accomplish?

***There are a couple of emotional outbursts that tend to take place when we 
suffer.  One is to grumble and the other is to be discouraged.  The opposite of 
“establish” your heart is to lose your heart, or become discouraged. 
Discouragement is a tool of Satan to keep us from celebrating and moving 
forward in God’s work.

Why do you think our culture of prosperity causes us to easily lose patience, 
grumble, and become discouraged?

What is the danger of grumbling against another brother or sister?



Scripture

Questions

10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who
remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

What does it mean for us if we suffer as the prophets suffered?

How can remembering the rewards of the prophets keep us patient in a time 
of testing?

How do faith and patience go together? 

How can we use this study to help others live and love like Jesus? 


