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OPENING QUESTION

INTRODUCTION

Series : James / Sermon 5 / James 2:1-13

Do you think a person of a different ethnicity or socioeconomic status would 
feel comfortable in our congregation if they were to attend?

--------The point of this study is to understand and apply the passage. You may  
 not get through all the questions and that is okay. Thank you for helping  
 others live and love like Jesus.

James 2:1-13 talks about showing favoritism in the church.  To be clear, the 
point is not just how we label people, but how we treat people based on their 
label.  How we treat them reveals how we view them (And how we view
ourselves). So, in this study you will examine the passage and yourselves to 
help us love people the way Christ loves them.  If we help others live and love 
like Jesus, we cannot show partiality.

Consider these truths as you go through the study.

Partiality shows we treat people according to what they can give.
Partiality show what we value the most.  
Partiality shows how we view ourselves and what we deserve.
Partiality shows how we view God’s command to love people.



Scripture

Questions

2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, 
and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention 
to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” 
while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 
4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts?  
5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich 
the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court?7 Are they 
not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

Why would we treat the rich better than the poor?
Because of what they can give, or because we think we are better than the 
poor.

What are other prejudices that we face in our culture today?

What is James saying about the value of the kingdom of God versus the
value of the world?  
James is saying that money does not determine someone’s worth. James is 
not saying that riches are bad, but money is not the measure of what would 
make a good church member. 



Scripture

Questions

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you 
are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of 
it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If 
you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of 
the law. 

How is rejecting someone based on prejudice a failure to understand the 
gospel?  The Gospel is love your neighbor as yourself, and prejudice is the 
total opposite.

What message does that send to an unbelieving culture?

What does James mean when he says, “For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it?”  

Why is favoritism or prejudice often overlooked as a sin?



Scripture

Questions

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 
13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy
triumphs over judgment. 

What does it mean that “mercy triumphs over judgment”? 
Mercy acts to meet the needs of others, while judgment condemns others for 
who they are.  Mercy leads people to Christ and fulfills His command.
Judgment leaves people in their brokenness without hope.

If we do not show mercy to others, what will become of us? (vs. 13)
Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

If partiality is taking place, how can we as believers address it?

How can we ensure that this group is a place where all people can feel
comfortable and accepted? 


