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OPENING QUESTION

INTRODUCTION

Series : James / Sermon 9 / James 4:13-17

What are your plans for the next five years?
How much of your spiritual walk weighs in on that decision?

--------The point of this study is to understand and apply the passage. You may  
 not get through all the questions and that is okay. Thank you for helping  
 others live and love like Jesus.

We want our lives to work out.  We want our plans to happen as close as
possible to the original drawing.  However, as life goes on, the more we realize 
that life is fragile.  We may have future plans, and nothing is wrong with
planning, but James says it becomes bad if we make plans without God’s will.  
Two reasons:  1.  You have no idea what your life holds tomorrow. 2. Your life is 
determined by God.  

In this study we will discuss making plans, what sovereignty means, and how 
we can rest in the stability of God’s will.



Scripture

Questions

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such 
a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do 
not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. 

Discuss the question that James asked, “What is your life?”  What sort of 
existence do you have?  NOTE: James is not referring to the value of your life.  
He is referring to the stability of life.  The uncertainty of life.  James says it is 
mist that disappears.  So, the better question might be, Is your life, future plans, 
health, and current situation stable and curtain?



Scripture

Questions

15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”
16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 

Do you believe that God is sovereign/total control?  Sovereignty means, 
“There is absolutely nothing that happens in the universe that is outside of 
God’s influence and authority.”

Discuss times in your life where you struggle with God’s sovereignty in
relation to plans, choices, or pain.

How detailed do you think the will of God is for you? 

Why did James say we are arrogant if we make presumptions about our 
future?  We are taking over God’s throne/will for us and assuming that what we 
planned should and will take place.



Scripture

Questions

17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

Why is it foolish to ignore the will of God? 

Why do you think someone who knew the will of God would deliberately 
disobey it? 

John Piper said, “Let us remember how wonderfully secure we are in the
confidence that it is God who finally governs our lives - God and not chance, 
God and not our enemies, God and not disease, God and not the devil. I, for 
one, am very glad that my life is in the hands of an all-loving, all-wise,
all-powerful Father.”  Do you agree?  Does this help you rest? 

How can this study help us live and love like Jesus?

How can we use this study to help someone else live and love like Jesus?


